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This another story ol the big people ve. the little people in the “good ol' U.8.4." In
this case, the big peop's are the Gulf and western Froducts Company, one of the
powerful conglomerates ln our cousntry. Amonz other things they own Faramount Studios,
producers ol such roultl-million doilar money makers as "The Godfather." In Florida
they are into tomatoes and sugar. Thelr sogar eperation is one of the kiggest in the
state, and their Cxeelanta mill o few miles south of South Bay and west of Righway 27 is
well known in Lthe Laie Ckeechobes area.

Aot so well known are the several hundred Jamaican men, hard up for work, who leave
their familieg, and spend five months attackiag the heavy stalks of Guli western cane
with the deadly machette aod living in huge, bleak dormitories with their endless rows
of double-decker bunks. If a man ls unable to cut his task (200 feet per hour or 8 tons
per day!) or begias regisiering complaints about his working coaditions or the food, he
Is llahle (0 be summarily senl back to Jamaica and charged for his passage here and
back. This fear of Being "shipoed back" is 50 great that the men are often extremely
hesitant about tallnay to any "outsider" in the camp itsell or when he makes one of his
infrequent trips to town. {The company charges $3.00 transportstion to Belle Glade. )

The ubove ls barkgrgund [os the tragedy that occurred in the pre-dawn hours on the first
konday of 1E74. Three erews (the Florida _ ighway ratrol eatimates at least 130 men)
#ere pached loto an incloged 8'x565" van which had no windows and no light inside. To say
that they «ere packed in like cattle sould In a5 sense convey the true picture. e treat
ewtle puch better. Somethive apparently sent sroag with the steerisg mechanism and the
vun (iinped over. Tme man was killed and 86 sere hospltalized. Some of them critically
infured. Somehow, in spita of that, Julfl and Jestera says there were only 85 mea in

e van,

In the midst of this seaselass catastrophe, there are several bitter lronies: the sighaay
kairol says that Goli add wesler: is exempl rom the salety staadards of the “lorida

1 igrotory Carriers Law because the nct exempts employers hauling their own

warkers! The Fatrol also sald that since the aceident occured on Gull and Western's
private property (the road from the mill out to _ighway 27) it caanot file charges.

Ag I that were not enough, three weeks eariier, 36 J . maican cane cutters were Injured
when & similar truck fiipped off the same road after the driver said the shoulder gave
way a8 he was easing his truck arcund a pothole. Four of those men are atill
Twanty-five others, who were released [rom (he hospital but still ynable to work, have
been shipped back to Jamzica. what they have recelved or «ill receive in workman's
Compensation ls sa impartant question for which we have no answer. Several workers
who were in that firal necident, hospitalized, and back at work now, indicated, on the
diy after the pecond nccldent, thal oo one had approached them about workman's
Compensation yet.
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At the time of both of these accidents, Gulf and w/estérn had in its possession

A memo from ..r. /illiam Norwaod, cegioaal T irector of the s.ural ranpower
Commission In £tlanta, written on Aupust Sth, 1873, granting the company permission
to import Jamaicais for the cane harvesting seaseon with the underslancing that

"fixed seats" would be provided for them in all vehicles transporting them to and
from the fields. In fact, not cnly were gzats not provided, but the men were jammed
s0 clogely togethar that, oiien times according to one of the patients in the hospital,
they did not have room to put both feet on the floor, bul had to put one foot on top of
the other!

Cn Tuegday, Januuary Bth, the day after the second sccident, 1 was part of a small
group of concerned persons, lacluding a representative of the United Farm Jorkers and
two clergymen, that went Lo the Gulf and Jestern camp where its Jamalcan workers
are housed and to the Slades General _ospital in Salle Slades. Cur intention ln both
instances was to learn what we could about the two accidents, about the condition of the
workers invelved, and whelher or not their rigals were being uphelcd. Jhal we

Iound was hundreds of workers very hesltant to be seen falking to us; a Jamaican
supervisor surprisingly willing to lef us talk to workers who had been in the [irst
acciteat -- he paged them for us; the Cuban personnel manager, who suddenly

arrived on the scene, stopped our interviewing, and insisted that we go with him to

his office, where, he said, he would call workers, one at a time, to talk to us, we
want to his office with him but refused to be restricted by his limitations, asserting
our legal rights as a result of "Peterson vs Talisman, " a case regarding right of entry
to farm labar camps which I had the privilege oi being a part of two years apo. «~hat
infor:nation we did get made us all the more anxious to visit the Belle Slades hospital
where most of the 85 men were patieats.

sehen we gave (he "pink lady" in charge oi visitors' passes the names of some of the
Jamaleans who wers patients there, she, without hesitation, issuad us passes to see
them. Cn entering the iirst wing, T was confronted immediately by 4 sea of beds --
filling the corridors as well as the rooms. xll Jamaicans and victims of the Gulf and

« eatern accident. -very man [ inlked to had sustained a back injury anc many also
were suffering from neck and shoulder injuries. ! weni from bed to bed inquiring about
injuries, assuring the men of my prayers, trying to determine If they kneiw their rights,
particularly regarding the workman's Compensation. V/ith but cne exception the men
were deeply grateful for my presence and may concern, Indicated they redlly did not
know their rights, and were sincerely interested in knowing how to protect themselves.
Une man appearéd to be in considerable pain, and having expressed my concern, moved
on to another bed.

At approximately T:30 ¥, 42, , thirty minutes before visiting hours were over, two of us
were notified by one of the ourses that we would have to leave. The doctor ia charge,
she said, had statecd that only Jamalcans could visit Jamalcan patients! (There was a
rather large humber of Jamaiean workers in the hospital at the time visiting their
injured brothers. Bome of them had walked for miles to get there.) The two of us
expressed great surprise over such a ruling and said we thought it was totally

unfair but that we would leave. we were joined in the lobby by the others in our group
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and were quiefly talking there when a felle Glades policeman entered the lobby and
asked the "pink lady' and the woman behind the desk where the trouble was, _e had
been called by the doctor ln charge to take care of the trouble. They both said that
they knew of no trouble. Shortly thereafter, a very distraught man (whom one of our
group recognized as the doctor in chierge of the hospital as well as Sulf aad ./estern's
chief medical officer) burst into the lobby asking, "v/here are the agitatorst"

where are the men that are disturting our patients 7" /e atood up and started to
Ideatify cursslves to the doctor (thovgh never believing for 2 moment that we had agitated
or disturbed anybody,) bul be was oot interested in anything but getting us out of the
hoapital. _e refused to lisien to auything we had to say, and in a loud and beistrous
voice insisted to the policemun that we lzave Immediately or that he would arrest us.
The policeman, who seemed o oe = [Htle bif embarrassed by the whole thing, went
outside on the front steps with us, where we were Ciscussing the situation with him,
with some of the Jamaiean visitors standing nearby, when the doctor stalked out and
announced that he was not going to ellow a riot on his hospital steps. e were to
leave the hoapital once and for all, wea were not to come back at any time, and the
police were to gee that we did not come back. Though the doctor would not let any of
us identify ourselves, it was obvious that he was turning away at least one elergyman
since Father rank C'Loughlin was in our proup and was searing cleries.

wWhat this amounts to 1o that over B0 Jamaicans are being held as virtual prisoners in &
hoapital by a doctor who is an official of Guif and vwestern, the men's employer. They
are being denied thelr right to s2¢ clergymen or attorneys.

This is being written on Friday, January Iith, and today's l..iami erald states that,
as of yesterday, Gulf and «estern had not flled workmen's compensation claims for
the.36 workers injurad in the first accident on I ecember 16th] State Law requires
that such claims be ffled within 10 days of an aceident or be subject to a $100, 00 fine.
ulf and estern, obviously, would rather pay the fine.

At the mowent the Jnmaleand are left with only the Gulf and .7estern to represent Lthem,
and that gives them litile comiort indeed. The words of Isaiah come back!
"How long, C Lord, how longi"
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